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Thanksgiving and Christmas Issue 


We sincerely extend to all our readers best wishes for A Merry Christmas and 
A Happy New Year; thank you for your kind cooperation during the past year. 


A Resolution 


Resolved that, in the re- 
cent death of our former 
Superintendent, the Rev. 
William Durley Pardee, we 
have lost a good and faith- 
ful friend, and the cause of 
temperance, nationally, has 
suffered a severe loss in a 
most sincere and devoted 
leader who, for his entire 
adult life, had given of his 
best efforts to the education 
of both young and old as to 
the ill effects of alcohol as a 
beverage. 

And Be It Further Re- 
solved ; that this committee 
of directors extend to his be- 
reaved wife and three sons, 
and to his aged mother, their 
sincere sympathy in their 
hour of trial, and that a let- 
ter, signed by the president 
and secretary, be forwarded 
to the family expressing our 
feelings. 





I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 


I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old familiar carols play. 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to men. 


I thought how, as the day had come, 
The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along the unbroken song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men. 


And in despair I bowed my head ; 


“There is no peace on earth,” I said; 
“For hate is strong and mocks the song 


Of peace on earth, good will to men.” 


Then pealed the beiis more loud and deep ; 
“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 


The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good will to men.” 


Till, ringing, singing on its way, 

The world revolved from night to day. 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime, 

Of peace on earth, good will to men! 


—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 


A REAL, SOBER GENERAL 


Holiday Orgy 

It seems too bad that 
many folk who call them- 
selves Christian celebrate 
the birth of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ in a 
drinking and drunken orgy. 

Drinking parties, drunk- 
enness and automobile acci- 
dent tolls reach their highest 
mark at Christmas and New 
Year. 

Is there not some way to 
curb this fatal American 
custom, that spoils many a 
Christmas and New Year 
for the drinker’s family and 
friends? Closing the bars 
these days would help; tem- 
perance sermons by the min- 
isters of local churches could 
urge sobriety. May we all do 
our part to lend a hand in 
making this war Christmas a 
Holy Day instead of just an- 
other holiday. 





Lt. Gen. Bernard Law Montgomery, a two-fisted, hard fighting, non-smoking and non-drinking veteran of World 
War 1 and numerous other campaigns, was largely responsible for the defeat of Field Marshal Erwin Rommell’s forces in 
the sandy graveyard of Egypt, according to the Washington Post. 








In military circles one must be a sober-minded person in 
order to be a fast thinker, a hard-hitter, and a hard-fighter. 
General John J. Pershing, a man of the same school, shows 
by his brilliant record the wisdom of such a position.. There 
seems only one reason for béer being served in our camps 
and at the front; the pressure of the fast growing wealth 
and political power of the liquor interests is greater than the 
statesmanship of the present administration. Greed, immo- 
rality and crime run rampant; drinking and gambling take 
billions from our American people each year, and all this 
present administration seems to do is laugh it off. Unless 
something is done soon there will be a day of reckoning in 
America, for whatsoever a nation soweth that will it also 
reap. God is no respecter of persons, and evil will ultimately 
be punished. 


INTERESTING FACTS OF 
NEW JERSEY 


AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS 


Statistical Summary of Motor Vehicle Department 
from January to June, 1944 





MONTH TOTAL ACCIDENTS KILLED IN J URED 
SEE Nuin d ak oa eno 2,245 53 1,360 
a ee 2,128 51 1.258 
ST 044 anatvevaan’ 2,136 43 1,241 
NE hu iw ae ais wh diate 1.872 27 1,236 
SLD gn a's cuembek bs 1,699 37 1,181 
MT Ab uit <b ded ha yo wes 1,778 37 1,136 
EE Se feat ana dae 11,858 248 7.412 


Most of the fatal accidents and deaths were on Satur- 
day, Sunday, and Monday, reaching the highest mark from 
1 a.m. to 3.a.m. in the morning. This is a very good indica- 
tion that drinking on week-ends and after twelve at nights, 
by those coming from roadhouses and other bars, swells our 
accident toll each month. This is the best argument for a 
Closed Sunday and limiting of drinking hours to 12 o’clock 
midnight. 


ACCIDENT TOLL OF WEEK-ENDS 
SATURDAYS SUNDAYS 
2,283 1,853 


MONDAYS 


1,804 


BOOTLEGGING AND OTHER VIOLATIONS 
IN NEW JERSEY FOR JUNE, 1943 - JULY, 1944 


ARRESTS 

OIE 3. i's aevin.g aa he ab edws oe 140 

Licensees and employers ........... 97 
PONE: Since kabel <p te hed wees. oe 237 


SEIZURE OF STILLS 
Some having a capacity of 1,000 gallons per 
St OE a ne er 24 


Gallons of mash seized ................ 78,329 
Motor vehicles seized ................. 47 
Beverage alcohol gallons seized ......... 1,425.38 
Beyerage malt alcoholic beverages seized. 4,564 





Wednesday, September 20th, the Morning Star-Ledger 
gave the following information under “Seize Huge Outlaw 
Alky Plant.” The still was at 120 Bergen St., Harrison, N. J. 
This still was 15 feet high, with 130 horse power steam gen- 
eration, two copper columns 20 feet high, 30 inches in diam- 
eter, four 15,000 gallon vats conta ning 40,090 gallons of 
mash, and a 3,000 gallon mixing vat completely filled, with a 
capacity of 1,200 gallons daily. One year’s operation of this 
still would deprive the government of $5,000,000 taxes. 

The above story has a very interesting implication. All 
the promises of the liquor interests about the elimination of 
the bootlegger have failed. The bootlegger is still with us in 
a big way and not Prohibition but Repeal is the reason. Or. 
shall we say, the failure of Repeal to do away with the evils 
of the liquor traffic ? 

The above figures also indicate that New Jersey is not 
practicing temperance in spite of the liquor interest’s Lea sue 
of Moderation and Temperance. And the saddest part of 
the story is that this condition exists in most states in the 
Union. 

Last year in New Jersey 140 bootleggers were arrested, 
2! stills were destroyed with a capacity of thousands of gal- 
lons per day. Black marketing and bootlegging in gasoline, 
tires, sugar, and other commodities, flourish in spite of gov- 
ernment control. You can hardly blame this on prohibition. 
except on the lack of enforcement of the law during prohi- 
bition. Many of us feel that if the laws had been enforced 
under prohibition it would have been a success and condi- 
tions would have been infinitely better now because of a 
greater respect and regard for law enforcement. 


There is a great need for a Religious Revival and a mili- 
tant stand against the sins that beset us. You must fight sin 
to destroy it. We have been on the defensive too long and 
the Christian church has suffered great losses because of 
our feeble stand. We should rise and take our stand, in 
the spirit of love and righteousness. but hate for sin. force- 
fully and carefully blending our advance with good sense 
and a fervent spirit, We should do it now before it is too 
late. “The night is far spent and the day is at hand.” for a 
religious and moral advance against the sins of drunken- 
ness, gambling, vice and immorality. We should free the 
home front from these enemies that would destroy us. 

If our president would appoint a committee of outstand- 
ing clergymen, judges, business men and other citizens to 
investigate the moral life of America, with a view to solving 
the problem of moral and juvenile delinquency, that is run- 
ning rampant in this country, it would be a great step for- 
ward in facing a major post war problem. 

According to the Yale University experts, 27,000,000 
men and 13,000,000 women, a total of 40.000 000 in Amer- 
ica, drink intoxicating beverages; 1,000,000 is a fair esti- 
mate as to the number of alcoholics that fill our jails, work- 
houses, and mental institutions. 

Dr. Mayo, the famous physician and surgeon, said that, 
out of every 10 moderate drinkers, 3 become alcoholics. 
This is a real argument for total abstinence. If you never 
take the first drink you will never become an alcoholic. Re- 
member under favorable circumstances the cure for alco- 
hclics is only about 50 per cent effective. 
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State Superintendent Speaks at the 
Fall Meetings of Church Assemblies 


Our State Superintendent was very graciously and cor- 
dially received on September 22nd at the New Jersey Meth- 
odist Conference which was held at Ocean City. 

He also spoke at the New Jersey State Synod of the 
Presbyterian Church at Atlantic City, October 17th. 

The State Convention of the Baptist Church has allowed 
the Anti-Saloon League of New Jersey to set up a booth at 
their meeting October 23-25th. 

All the above churches are giving their loyal support to 
the Anti-Saloon League and we are very grateful for their 
interest in this most worthy cause. 


Highlights of the Summer 
Our Superintendent was on the staff of the following 
summer conferences: Princeton University, Baptist Young 


Peoples’ Camp; Beaver College, Jenkinstown, Presbyterian 
Young Peoples’ Camp ; the Y.M.C.A. Camp at Culver Lake, 
the Newark Boys’ Club Camp at Green Bank, near Atlantic 
City, and we put on our program at many other summer 
conferences. 


Another project of our educational program which met 
great success was the demonstrations given to the Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools. 

Our Superintendent had the privilege of speaking to 
thousands of juniors and young people in these gatherings. 
The demonstrations and chart talks were used in a very ef- 
fective way. The most interesting part of our program this 
year has been our contact with youth in the summer camps, 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools and high schools. 





Annual Convention Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union of New Jersey 


New Jersey State Convention of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union was held at the First Methodist Church 











in Camden, N. J., October 25 to 27, 1944. After*a delegate prayer meeting in the morning the regular session convened 
at 2 p.m. It was a very impressive and profitable afternoon with-roll call, greetings, appointments of committees, and an 
address by Rev. C. Arthur Sadofsky of the Anti-Saloon League of New Jersey. Following this address a most impressive 
candle light memorial service was held for the members who passed on to their heavenly home. 

A very fine banquet was served to several hundred delegates at 6 p.m. The address of the evening was made by Dr. 
Homer Rodeheaver. He also led the convention in a song service. The whole Monday convention day was a thrilling and 
inspiring event. Over 600 new members have been added to the roll this year. More power to you women who have not 
given up the fight. In due season we will win the fight for Temperance if we faint not. The Anti-Saloon League of New 
Jersey is 100 per cent for the W.C. T. U. 

There was never a finer group of Christian women assembled for a state convention. The League Superintendent 
was wonderfully impressed with the spiritual glow and new enthusiasm of this 70th Annual Convention of the Woman's 


Christian Temperance Union. 





TIMELY BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS ON TEMPERANCE 


“Guard Your Gray Cells.” By George A. Little, 112 Lytton Blvd., Toronto 12, Canada. 5c each. 

“The Case Against Liquor.” Francis D. Nichol. Review and Herald Publishing Asso., Takoma Park, Washing- 
ton, D.C. (Exceptionally good.) 25c each. 

“A Modern Approach to the Problem of Alcohol.” By Harry S. Warner. The Intercollegiate Association for the Study 
of the Alcohol Problem, 12 N. Third St., R. 408, Columbus 15, Ohio. 10c each. 


Beginning with the January Issue of The Temperance News we will publish a Temperance Lesson 
for the Church School. 





A CHRISTMAS GIFT TO THE LEAGUE WILL HELP US REACH AN- 
OTHER HIGH SCHOOL NEXT YEAR. 
PLEASE SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTION IN TODAY. 
Room 506, 899 Broad St., Newark 2, N. J. 
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Congressional Committee Proposes Com- 


mission to Combat Juvenile Delinquency® ® 





A Study of Washington, D.C., Police Records Might Give 
the Comission Some Aid in Determining Cause and Effect ‘ 


dispatch, establishment of a federal commission to 

combat juvenile delinquency was proposed Septem- 
ber 23 by a congressional committee which reported cause for 
“deep concern” in the number of children “who give evidence 
of waywardness and lawlessness.” 

This feeble gesture, at least, gives evidence that somebody 
in the national government is beginning to realize that some 
juveniles at least have not yet learned, under our present sa- 
loon system, “how to carry their liquor like ladies and gentle- 
men.” However, arrests of juveniles under 18 years of age 
do not give the whole picture of the saloons’ contribution to 
juvenile delinquency. It is not unusual for news items report- 
ing neglected and abused children found wandering the streets 


\ CCORDING to a Washington, D. C., Associated Press 


or locked in their home to conclude: “The parents were found 
in the neighborhood saloon, both intoxicated. They were taken 
to jail; the children were taken to the juvenile detention home.” 


Washington a Fertile Field for Commission’s Study 

When and if the proposed commission begins to function, 
it will not have to leave the nation’s capital city to find a good 
field of “combat.” 

It might help the commission to give some thought to the 
following excerpts from a survey prepared by Laura Lindley, 
research secretary of the Anti-Saloon League of America. 
The statistics here given are from official District police rec- 
ords. Perhaps they will suggest to the commission that one 
great contributing factor to juvenile delinquency is adult de- 
linquency. 


Delinquency--Juvenile and Adult--In Washington, D, C. 


LauRA LINDLEY 


Six young people from a local church went to The Evening 
Star office on February 6, 1944, to express their ideas concern- 
ing the drinking, swearing and stealing they have seen adults 
do, and which they think is the main reason youngsters misbe- 
have. One boy said nearly every adult with him at a party re- 
cently got drunk and persuaded two of his boy companions to 
get drunk. He drank milk. A girl reported that many older 
peop‘e start youngsters drinking by urging them to “take one 
to be sociable.”” One woman told her to take a drink and avoid 
“prudishness.” Another boy reported seeing adults take papers 
from news stands without paying. A second girl said parents 
swear in front of children, and she knows a woman who lets 
her baby’s milk get sour while she keeps wines in the ice box. 

In October, 1943, the total enrollment in public, parochial 
and private schools in the District was 103,982, the large ma- 
jority of whom were between 5 and 17 years of age, according 
to the Central Office for the District school system. With this 
approximate total of youth in mind, consideration may be giv- 
en to the prevalence of delinquency among them as compared 
with that of adults. 


Delinquency—Juvenile and Adult 


The Police Department reports that in the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1943, 20,726 youths under 21 were arrested, or 10.9 
per cent of the total arrests of 189,683. Adults, then, are re- 
sponsible for 89.1 per cent of the total arrests, besides respon- 
sibility for inciting and influencing juveniles to misconduct, 
of whom 7,448 were under 18. The official record shows : 


JUVENILE DELINQUENTS ADULT DELINQ’TS 
UNDER 18 yrs. 18 T0 21 YEARS 21 AND OVER 
MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE TOTAL 


Felonies .....-..e000- 1,340 110 9 21 45 2,712 400 5,528 
Misdemeanors ......... 2,344 234 3,791 591 58,092 17,775 172,827 
Munic. reg. (traff., &c.) 821 68 4,933 588 76,534 11,290 94,234 
P’re’ns held, fugtvs, & c. 1,934 594 2,017 395 10,179 1,975 17,094 


Total 


Drunkenness 
During the fiscal year 1943, the Police Department reported 
the arrest of 72 boys and 5 girls under 18, a total of 77, for 
intoxication, as compared with 40 in 1942, 21 in 1941, 13 in 


6,439 1,006 11,662 1,619 147,517 21,440 189,683 


1940, and 18 in 1939. Older young people, between 18 and 21, 

had the following record: 1943, 709 arrests for drunkenness ; 

584 in 1942; 293 in 1941; 246 in 1940; and 230 in 1939. 

(Note: In 1939, 1940 and 1942 the Police Department used @® < 
the 17-21 age limit, and in 1941 and 1943 the 18-21 age limit.) 

Che following table gives the record of both adult and juve- 

nile delinquents for drunkenness : 


UNDER 17 17 (oR 18) 

FIscaL (or 18) To 21 21 AND OVER 

TEAR MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE TOTAL 
14 4 197 33 17,581 1,484 19,313 
Sn Weeds eosead 9 4 218 28 18,962 1,513 20,734 
BED Pe tecccavaer 12 9 256 37 19,603 1,683 21,600 
BE. wovceo snenece 35 5 529 55 26,513 2,046 29,183 
ee eer 72 5 634 75 31,025 2,632 34,443 


In addition to the 34,443 arrests for drunkenness in 1943, 
there were 2,214 arrests for violation of the A.B.C. Act clas- 
sified as misdemeanors and 32 classified as felonies; 1,014 ar- 
rests for drinking in public places ; and 224 arrests for driving 
while drunk. The 16,981 arrests for disorderly conduct can no 
doubt be traced in large proportion to drinking. 


Ratio of Drunkenness Arrests to Population 

Washington has increased greatiy in population in recent 
years, especially since the war, so a mere tabulation of drunk- 
enness arrests by number does not give a true picture. In the 
following table taken from the Police Department records the 
number of arrests for drunkenness is given for each 100,000 
of the population as shown by Census Bureau reports. It will 
be noted that there has been a considerable increase, and that 
the 1943 ratio was 15 per cent higher than 1942. 


ARRESTS FOR ARRESTS FOB DRUNKENNESS 





FISCAL YEAR DRUNKENNESS PER 100,000 POPULATION 
BOD sccsscrgecoigo nes ope 
BN senses coedesaes savas 3,565 815 
SO Serre Serre te et ee 14,409 2,958 
BOE 60 sia's cece sow sscccees 22,589 3,715 
TOG oss db owicceic ced s aces 19,313 2,934 i 
Per yr irae ee 20,734 3,127 @ } € 
eres eer 21,600 2,805 
BED? 6.5 c0dc cin be vie e 060 908 29,183 3,471 
BDES: nc cccnccevevesesess 34,443 3,997 


Felonies Committed by Youth 
Another startling feature is the great number of felonies 
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committed by youth under 18. In 1943, 1,340 boys and 110 
girls under 18 were arrested for felonies, a total of 1,450, as 
compared with 966 for youth between 18 and 21. The number 
of girls 18 and under arrested for felonies was 5% times as 
many as in 1942, and nearly 2% times as many as for girls 18 
to 21. Felonies among boys under 18 doubled with the out- 
break of the war. See the following table, taken from the Po- 
lice Department records on felonies: (See note on age varia- 
tion under “Drunkenness.’’) 


UNDER 18 18 (oR 17) 

FISCAL (oR 17) To 21 21 AND OVER 

YEAR MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE . TOTAL 
Sa ks ax 6 tG8 OS 405 9 709 27 2,729 406 4,285 
BOD ascacscbecs 721 22 641 36 3,033 359 4,812 
SD ‘etic vee ea eh 1,666 21 922 18 2,379 337 5,343 
a ee 1,506 20 779 45 2,391 352 5,093 
DEES 0a bene dae 1,340 110 921 45 2,712 400 5,528 


Jail Commitments 
The average daily population of the District Jail for the 
year ending June 30, 1943, was the largest in the history of 
that. institution—656—as compared with 583 in 1942. The 
total admissions upon sentence from the courts was 18.275, 
2,056 for felony, 4,422 for misdemeanors, 11,611 for intoxica- 
tion, and 186 not otherwise classified. 


The 11,611 commitments for intoxication were 63.7 per cent 
of the total sent to jail. Of these males numbered 10,708, or 
92.2 per cent (6,571 white, 4,137 colored), and females 903, 
or 7.8 per cent (459 white, 444 colored). Of these 83 males 
and 21 females were under 21, and 2 under 17. 


Results of Liquor Sale 

Wartime restrictions cut down the number of cnmiitlin 
registered in Washington by 19 per cent, with the result that 
1943 showed fewer accidents and fatalities than 1942. During 
the fiscal year 1943 there were 8,384 traffic accidents, with 90 
fatalities of whom 71 were pedestrians, and 2,378 persons in- 
jured, as compared with the 1942 record of 14,771 accidents 
and 111 fatalities, of whom 76 were pedestrians and 4,835 per- 
sons injured, the Police Department reports. 

In 1943, 224 persons were arrested for driving while drunk, 
459 persons had their driving permits revoked for driving 
while intoxicated, and 184 of the drivers involved in accidents 
were reported as being under the influence of liquor. In 1942, 
the record showed 342 arrests for driving while drunk, 646 
driving permits were revoked for driving while intoxicated. 
and 311 drivers involved in accidents as being under the in- 
fluence of liquor, according to the police and the Department 
of Vehicles and Traffic. 

The Coroner of the District reports making 92 autopsies in 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1943, of which 42 were tested 
for the presence of alcohol. Thirteen cases, or 30.5 per cent, 
were positive for alcohol. For the calendar year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1943, 97 aiitopsies were performed in traffic cases, and 
40 tested for the presence of alcohol. Of these 15, or 37.5 per 
cent, were positive for alcohol. 

With 1,662 retail places licensed to sell liquor, and a total of 
1,945 licenses to make, distribute or sell alcoholic beverages, 
there is no lack of opportunity for both juveniles and adults 
to secure ample supplies to subvert their judgment and incite 
to criminal tendencies and acts. 


Consumption in 1943 
These liquor places dispensed more alcoholic beverages in 
the fiscal year 1943 than ever before in the history of the Dis- 
trict, as shown by the A.B.C. Board Records: 


Spirits, 4,002,147.80 wine or liquid gallons; wines, 918,656.51 gals. ; beer, 
16,485,534.64 gals. ; total, 21,406,338.95 gals. 


Using the Census Bureau estimate of population (and mak- 
ing allowance for service personnel stationed in the District), 
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the per capita consumption of alcoholic beverages for the fis- 
cal years 1943 and 1942 is as follows—in wine gallons: 








Consumption D. C., 1943 D. C., 1942 
Spirits, per cap 4.644 4.367 
Wines 1.066 -T7 
Beer 19.133 16.55 
Total 24.843 21.687 


Computing the per capita consumption on the basis of total 
population does not give a fair picture, however, since very 
few persons under 15 drink. Again using the Census Bureau 
estimate of population of drinking age—15 years and over— 
the per capita consumption for the District is found to be one- 
third greater than if the figure for the entire population is 
used in the computation : 


Consumption, 1943, 15 years and over—Spirits, per cap., 6.19 gal; 
1.42 gal; beer, 25.51 gal; total 33.12 gal. 


wines, 


75 Millions Spent for Drink vs. 46 Millions Spent 
for District Government 


The estimated expenditure at retail for alcoholic beverages 
in the District of Columbia for the year ending June 30, 1943, 
is $75,000,000. 

The appropriation expenditures for the government of the 
District for the year ending June 30, 1943, were $46,291,- 
590.02, according to the report of the Commissioners, or about 
60 per cent as much as the drinking population spent for alco- 
holic beverages. The official record follows: 


I ran. os wed) Be de ocus nh ab odealle Suubkeen a $6,527,056.90 
een. Ge Cee GE BOGREIET. « once cc csccowesicovevctedes 8,282,203.34 
re 2 erie as lis beh ads eeeclet's woe Oba 4,449,190.69 
Highways, street lighting, etc. 852,519.76 
Public welfare 10,805,927.37 


ANH i6 Wicd on am og ase smh donb eame 1 dédaee aed 13,225,190.16 
Ea k's 0, 604.0608 86 Wht Win tae bbe bad kobbeesenl 1,929,864.22 
EEE os'0s 00's: ~h0 60 3:05.6's de bb0 Volvo k oobi abled 219,637.59 
ED <nh-o's 640 b0hb66 60 2944s o sbMhes mab 6 hae snes et eos $46,291,590.02 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, cost at retail, estimated ....... $75,000,000.00 
Taxes and License Fees 
Tax on spirits, wines and beer ............. $2,361,308.57 
DEE WED needs te aussceebebebeecotneas ha 680,253.34 
gE ee eee Pete errr ————————_ $3,041.561.91 
+ + 


The congressional committee recommending a commission 
to combat juvenile delinquency quotes the Senate labor sub- 
committee on wartime health and education as reporting on 
the basis of testimony from fifty experts: 

“There is no conclusive evidence that delinquency 
has greatly increased in the country as a whole during 
the war period. There has been a sharp upswing in 
some places and in some groups; in others the rate has 
apparently declined.” 

The group asserted there is little support for the 
tendency to ascribe the youngsters’ plight to any single 
factor such as neglect by working mothers, the lure of 
high wages for parents and children, or general laxity 
in morals. 


Surely, some among these fifty experts have access to De- 
troit, New York, Cleveland and Los Angeles and other metro- 
politan newspapers. 

The committee suggests ‘as a charter of the basic rights of 
children” 

“Medical care and supervision at low cost; ex- 
panded educational opportunities, churches, com- 
munity centers and recreational facilities within 
the reach of all; provision of professional workers 
to solve problems of handicapped families.” 


AMERICAN Issue offers another: Abolishment of all liq- 
uor selling places, taverns, cocktail lounges, all such places 
where parents of little children spend their leisure hours. 








Wisconsin Drys Organizing for Action 


Anti-Saloon League Calls for Churches to Lead in an Educational 


Crusade for 


EV. ATTICUS WEBB, superintendent of the Wis- 
consin Anti-Saloon League, has inaugurated a state- 
wide educational temperance campaign ‘For Action.” 

“For action” are significant words. In an appeal to the pas- 
tors of the state, he explains them thus: 

“The plan is essentially a wholly educational program, 
but is vitally different from the conception of some con- 
cerning what temperance education means. The expres- 
sion ‘organized for action’ suggests the difference. It is 
intended to make it a habit forming educational process, 
and not simply facts to the people to go in one ear and out 
at the other, and be forgotten.” 


REPUDIATES TAVERN DEFINITION OF TEMPERANCE 

At the outset he makes it plain that he is driving to re- 
claim the word temperance which the crafty liquor interests 
have appropriated to confuse and deceive the people who do 
not like the word “prohibition.” He says: 

“Since repeal the taverns have sought to define ‘temper- 
ance’ as meaning ‘moderation in the use of all things,’ and 
therefore temperance education means to teach folks to 
‘drink alcoholic liquors in moderation.’ 

“But liquor is a habit-forming drug and its moderate use 
fixes the habit upon those who drink moderately until many 
moderate drinkers become confirmed drunkards. Moderate 
drinkers make all our drunkards. 

“The celebrated Doctors Mayo, of Rochester, Minne- 
sota, who wrote their names highest in our generation upon 
the pages of medical history, are quoted as saying that three 
out of every ten, who start out to be moderate drinkers, be- 
come confirmed drunkards, which three no one can know in 
advance. The moderate drinker is gambling with destiny. 

“So the Wisconsin Anti-Saloon League rejects the defi- 
nition given us by the taverns and goes back 300 years be- 
fore Christ, to the definition given by the great Greek writer. 
Zenophon. He defined temperance as being ‘The moderate 
use of those things that are wholesome, and abstinence from 
the use of those things that are harmful, as wine’.” 

The Wisconsin plan proposes the organization of each 
county, each village, each city, each township, each commu- 
nity, and each church for action in putting over this educa- 
tional program, building public sentiment. 


THE METHOD OF F ROCEDURE 

“The foundation of our work,” says Supt. Webb, “must 
be in the churches.’ He continues: 

“Nowhere else can be found those who will do this work. 
In the disciptines, the covenants of faith, and the standards 
of doctrines and practices of most of the churches will be 
found articles expressing the church’s opposition to the 
drink evil. In some of these disciplines or articles of faith 
are statements that each individual church must have a com- 
mittee or board to conduct the educational processes con- 
cerning the danger and evils of drink. 


NOT IN POLITICS 
“The Anti-Saloon League of Wisconsin is emphatically 
not ‘in politics.’ 


Temperance 


“There is a meaning to the word ‘politics’ which does 
apply to our work. But you will have to go to Webster’s Un- 
abridged Dictionary to find it. There you will find that ‘poli- 
tics’ means working for the ‘spiritual, moral and cultural 
welfare’ of a state or nation. That is what the Anti-Saloon 
League of Wisconsin is doing. No church in Wisconsin can 
conscientiously say, ‘We can’t codperate with the Anti-Sa- 
loon League because it is political.’ 

HOW TO ORGANIZE 

“Our plans mean for each church to find one or more 
within their church who will endeavor to enlist their church 
in an educational movement to meet the standards of their 
own church concerning the use of alcohol, and to form a 
committee of from 3 to 5 to carry on this temperance educa- 
tion within their church. If all the churches should issue a 
call to their own membership to meet this requirement and 
stand firmly by that call, it would not be difficult to solve the 
liquor problem. 

“No church will get anywhere until the pastor of that 
church gets in strongly behind it. Therefore let the laymen 
who want their church to line up in this fight to save the 
families of their church and of the community from the 
curse of liquor, go to their pastors for action, and insist on 
their churches taking action. 


PASTORS MUST LEAD 

“In the mind of God and in the eyes of the public, pas- 
tors are the moral leaders of today. Those pastors who have 
their people's best interest at heart will readily see the need 
of standing fearlessly in defense of the community against 
the ravages of the taverns, cocktail bars and night clubs. 

“Let the taverns and their allies know that you are going 
to stand by those pastors who have the courage to do what 
God wants done in your community.” 


SEEKING INVESTMENTS 
Business reply cards addressed to the Anti-Saloon 
League of Wisconsin are being mailed to hundreds of lay- 
men and pastors asking enlistment in this crusade and urg- 
ing them to attend the state convention at Milwauke Octo- 
ber 22-24. 


WISCONSIN ANTI-SALOON LEAGUE 
CONVENTION 


The state convention of the Anti-Saloon League of Wis- 
consin meets in Milwaukee October 22-23-24. 

On Monday and Tuesday, October 23, 24, all day long 
programs embracing the legal phases led by Dr. E. B. Dun- 
ford of Washington, D.C., successor to, and trained by, 
Wayne B. Wheeler ; temperance education designed to mold 
habits, led by Dr. Robinson of Chicago, one of the ablest 
men in this field in America ; and various phases of building 
public sentiment, led by state superintendents and others 
from the surrounding states, and the leaders in the temper- 
ance field in Wisconsin. 
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY IN COLUM- 
BUS, OHIO 


A report just completed, September 29, by the Franklin 
County League of Women Voters disclosed that juvenile 
delinquency in Columbus (Ohio) and Franklin county 
showed a steady increase in 1943 over the previous two 
years, says the Ohio State Journal, September 30. 

Total number of juvenile delinquency cases last year to 
come before the juvenile court jumped to 1,344, an increase 
of 272 cases or nearly 25 per cent over the previous year, the 
report showed. The percentage increase was divided almost 
equally between boys and girls. 

Dispelling a popular belief that delinquencies occur more 
frequently among children from broken- homes, the survey 
disclosed that 618 cases, or nearly half the total number in 
1943, occurred among children living with both parents. 


THEFT BIG OFFENSE 

Children living with their mother only were involved in 
the next largest number of delinquencies, a total of 320 
cases, and those’living with other relatives were third with 
220. Those living with their father only were next with 72 
cases, and those in foster homes were involved in only 20 
cases, the smallest number on the list. 

Among boys, theft was the offense committed most fre- 
quently in 1943, the report showing 256 boys involved in 
cases of this sort. Burglary was next with 170 cases, auto- 
mobile theft third with 136 boys involved, and boys who 
were unmanageable were fourth with 123 cases. Rape and 
other sex crimes ranked fifth in the number of boys in- 
volved, with 48. 

More girls got into difficulty running away from home 
than for any other reason, a total of 133 runaway girls hav- 
ing been taken before the court for that offense in 1943. 
Cases involving unmanageable girls were second with 98. 
those involving sex offenses were third with 72, and those 
involving truancy were fourth with 67. 

PARENTS ARE BLAMED 

The survey showed a steady decrease in the proportion 
of cases involving Negro children, dropping from 28 per 
cent of the total in 1941 to 21 per cent in 1943. It also dis- 
closed that children between the ages of 7 and 10 constitute 
the largest number of offenders, with those 6 and under 
next. 


CHICAGO DAILY NEWS OWES BREW- 
ERS AND DISTILLERS NOTHING 


Ten years of repeal? Well, as a decade, it is “nothing to 
write home about.” This newspaper is not surprised. Never 
expecting the liquor traffic to be decent, the Daily News has 
never accepted from the date of repeal to this good day one 
penny of advertising patronage from the brewers and dis- 
tillers. That is the one gratification we derive from con- 
templating the wet decade.—-Chicago Daily News. 


AFTER PAY DAY 


The day after pay day was found to be the worst day for 
absences, failures to report amounting to 50 per cent of the 
total number of employees in some cases.—Regional Direc- 
tor, War Manpower Commission, New York, N.Y. 
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A SAD, SAD STORY 








The following tearful message, purporting to be from a 
liquor seller who has just been voted out of business by his 
fellow-citizens, appears as an advertisement in a recent is- 
sue of the Monopoly State Review, New York City, and is 
apparently intended as a warning against complacency on 
the part of the liquor interests : 


“Dear Frank: 

“Thanks for your letter of sympathy. I need it. 

“Being voted out of a business that you’ve had your 
heart and soul in for nearly ten years isn’t easy to take. 
And every cent you had, too. 

“Here’s how it all came about. Liquor has been sold in 
our town ever since repeal. For years, everything went 
along swell. By and large, the retailers were a grand bunch 
of fellows . . . good, honest, law-abiding citizens. . . all 
of them making a nice, respectable living. But during the 
last year or so, a couple of them got out of line. I don’t 
know what made them doit. . maybe the war. Who 
knows? 

“Well, anyway, they got careless about closing up on 
time. And on top of that, their places got noisier and 
noisier. You know, the juke box turned on full blast and 
things like that. Sure, they were warned. So they’d cut it 
cut for a night or two—then it would start all over again. 

“First, only the rabid, fanatical prohibitionists objected. 
Later some of our own friends got fed up on it and joined 
them. First thing you know, enough citizens had signed a 
petition for a local prohibition election. The election was 
scheduled and held two weeks ago. We lost, 1,017 to 987. 
Mighty small margin, wasn’t it? I don’t think we would 
have lost if there weren’t so many men from town who 
couldn’t vote because they were away from home in the 
armed services. 

“So, I’m out of business the first of next month. Every- 
thing I’ve worked for over the last ten years is gone. When 
my oldest son Bob got back from the South Pacific, I was 
going to turn the business over to him as a coming home 
present. That’s out now, too. All because a couple of guys 
just wouldn’t play the game the way the entire industry 
wants it played. 

“Let this be a lesson to you in your neck of the woods. 
Tell your pals in the business about it. Don’t let it happen 
to you, and don’t think it can’t happen. If you haven’t a 
hard and fast rule about it already you’d better set one. 
My suggestion would be something like this—never, under 
any circumstances, permit anything to occur in your place 
of business that might cause it to become a nuisance to the 
community. 

“That’s the whole story, Frank. If you hear of any 
openings, let me know. Sincerely, 

“Puan © 


POSSIBILITY OF PREVENTION 


The new cases of alcoholic mental disease admitted to 
the institutions for mental disease in this state (New York) 
in 1938 numbered 867, as compared with 147 in 1920. The 
low figure of 1920 indicates the possibility of prevention of 
this group of disorders. The matter presents special difficul- 
ties as society is divided as to the best methods of controlling 
the Fauor traffic. In the meantime the trend of alcoholic 
mental disease is markedly upward.—Horatio M. Pollock, 
Ph.D., Director, Mental Hygiene Statistics, N .Y. State De- 
partment of Mental Hygiene, in “What May Be Hoped for 
in the Prevention of Mental Disease.” 





Saloons of Today as Seen 
by a Cleveland Plain 
Dealer Reporter 


[CONCLUDED FROM SEPTEMBER ISSUE] 


Cleveland (Ohio) Plain Dealer recently featured a se- 
ries of stories daily by Eugene F. Gleason, describing the 
liquor situation in greater Cleveland. The following are ex- 
cerpts from the fourth and fifth stories ; 

The fourth installment is under the head “CUSTO- 
MERS LET DOWN BY UNCLEAN TAPROOMS.” 

In no other respect have the taprooms let their custo- 
mers down so badly as in their widespread neglect of sanita- 
tion standards and even ordinary cleanliness. 

According to E. B. Buchanan, chief of the city food and 
drug administration, improperly washed glases are a prime 
vehicle for the spread of tuberculosis and trench mouth. 
Anyone who has ever watched a bartender slop a dirty glass 
through a sink of cold or lukewarm water before handing it 
to the next customer will recognize him as the best friend a 
germ ever had. 


DISHWASHING LAW NOT ENFORCED 
Buchanan pointed out that; with six men regularly in- 
specting nearly 20,000 places serving food, he could not 
hope to enforce dishwashing laws completely. 


SCAMPER ON THE FLOOR 

The bar patron need not turn to official sources for un- 
mistakable evidence of violation. The continental flavor of 
one East Side night club is somewhat tempered by the cock- 
roaches which busily scamper on its floor. 

Pub frequenters are not the most fastidious people in 
the world. Frequently they throw matches, butts and paper 
on the floor ; unless the proprietor is vigilant and industrious 
enough to have it swept almost hourly, the place becomes a 
virtual goat’s nest by closing time. 


TOILETS MISERABLY UNCLEAN 

Toilet facilities are, with alarming frequency, miserably 
unclean. Small. noisome, accessible only by rickety wooden 
stairs, they are a flagrant affront to the advances of modern 
plumbing and sanitation standards. The brainless inepti- 
tudes which are permitted to cover the walls of such places 
are no boon either to literature or to health. Good-bars may 
have moronic patrons, but they also have the soap and 
scrubbing brush to edit their mural maxims. 


“CLEVELAND WET SPOTS TAP PURSES OF 
UNWARY DRINKERS.” 
Under the above head Mr. Gleason says in part : 


LIFTING THE DRINKER’S WALLET 

The hand of good fellowship extended by the city’s bars 
and night-clubs would carry more conviction of sincerity if 
it did not so often end up by lifting the unwary drinker’s 
wallet. 

Certain night clubs, while blatantly aserting they have 
no cover or minimum charges, also have a purely coinci- 
dental talent for running out of draft beer in favor of 35- 


cent bottled brew or 65-cent Cuba Libres as their cheapest 
drink when business is good. 


SAMPLE OF TAVERN-KEEPERS’ PATRIOTISM 

Mr. Gleason says some taverns have done good work in 
sale of war bonds. 

But what justification is there for the tavern which 
charges a serviceman on furlough from 50 cents to $1.25 
for a bottle of beer ? 

The rush act is standard practice in many taprooms. 
The waiter, with one eye on the overhead, fixes the other on 
the customer’s drink and presses him for a refill before he 
has polished off half of it. 


When new federal taxes raised the cost of a bottle of 
beer 1 cent in April, a few bars promptly slapped a 2-cenr 
increase on each bottle, gouging the customer for an extra 
cent. Presumably this came under the head of “maintain- 
ing the home-front morale.” 


MINIMUM IS FOOTNOTE 
The buried minimum is a significant little footnote for 
your larceny lexicon. No hint of minimums is broached un- 
til the customer, preparing to leave early, is handed a wal- 
loping check. The waiter explains that there is a $2 mini- 
mum per person and proves it by pointing to an agate line 
of type, hidden near the bottom of a crowded food menu, 
The waiter could be reminded that the Ohio liquor laws 
call for posting of all drink prices in a prominent place, but 
it is unlikely that he or the manager would be impressed. 


WEEKEND DRUNKS FEWER IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 


In those parts of South Africa where, since December, 
1943, beverage alcohol dispensing establishments must re- 
main closed over the weekends, a substantial decrease of 
drunkenness has been observed, says Union Signal. Mon- 
day sessions of courts used to handle between 40 and 50 
cases dealing with weekend drunks. Now the number rarely 
exceeds 12 to 20. 


ARE LOUSIANA WETS FRIGHTENED? 


The Louisiana legislature recently adopted a resolution 
which freezes the present wet or dry status of every parish 
(county) in the state and bans the holding of any more 
local option elections on the liquor question until one year 
after the war. 





EXCESSIVE DRINKING BY YOUNG 
PEOPLE 


War strain, long hours, unceasing toil, causes 
thousands of young people to seek that relaxation 
found, they believe, in excessive drinking. The home 
atmosphere suffers ; divorces are increasing ; more ar- 
rests for intoxication are recorded daily. — Lewis 
Drucker, Judge of Municipal Court of Cleveland, in 
“Cleveland Plain Dealer,” Feb. 12, 1944. 
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